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The Erasmus+ project Dealing with 

Autism in Gozo came to an end 

with the closing seminar  entitled 

‘Dealing with Autism in Gozo: The 

Way Forward’. The Head of School 

Ms Pauline Grech made an 

introduction referring to the work 

done during this project and the 

positive results that were 

achieved. A video clip from the 

programme Għawdex Illum was 

shown highlighting the work 

carried out at the Special Unit as a result of this project. During this seminar there were two panel 

discussions.  

In the first panel, three parents of students attending the special unit on a full time or part time basis 

shared their experiences. These were Ms Diane Vella, Ms Sue Ellen Attard and Ms Joelynne Muscat. 

They agreed that programmes at the 

Special Unit were bringing about 

change in the life of their children. 

Parents said that their children look 

forward to come to Sannat school. Ms 

Vella went into detail explaining how 

her daughter tells her what she does at 

Sannat Special Unit. She said that her 

daughter is now able to explain her 

feelings and started to read others’ 

feelings as well. She also shared what 

her daughter tells her about LEGO 

therapy. Ms Vella explained the 

importance of LEGO therapy to the 

needs of her daughter. Ms Vella also 

thanked Fr Simon Cachia for the initiative of buying kits to prepare children for the sacraments. She 

said that she was given one of these kits and it worked miracles with her daughter. When asked what 

they think that should be done in the future for ASD persons in Gozo they agreed that they need more 

support for their children to attend social events. This was later addressed by Ms Marlene Zahra from 

Agenzija SAPPORT who was on the Professionals’ panel.  

Ms Muscat shared a recent experience of her son who went for an MRI at Mater Dei hospital. She was 

very disappointed that after leaving her son fasted till 2.30 pm his MRI was postponed because the 

room was actually NOT booked. She also said that on his booking form there was not written down 



that he is Autistic; a detail which is crucial for him. She said that this experience will make it harder for 

him to go to Mater Dei again for his next appointment. Ms Muscat continued to say that she thinks 

that although awareness is on the increase there are still people who look at her as a ‘bad mom’ 

especially when her son does something which is not acceptable. She also compared the winter school 

with the summer school. She emphasized the need for the summer school to be more structured. 

The discussion on the first panel continued during 

the coffee break where parents mingled with 

professionals and continued to voice their 

concerns. A table with resources was set in the coffee 

area to show professionals and parents innovative 

methods of teaching students with ASD. 

 

 

After the Coffee break there was a slight 

change in the programme. The Minister for 

Gozo Dr Justyne Caruana delivered her 

speech  as she had to leave early. She talked 

about the work done by the Ministry of 

Gozo in favour of persons with Autism. She 

mentioned the new Religious Education kits 

which are being financed by the Ministry of 

Gozo and that one of these kits will be 

donated to Sannat School.  

 

 



The second panel was formed by Ms 

May Agius SLP ACTU, Ms Sharon Borg 

OT ACTU, Ms Marlene Zahra Social 

Worker Agenzija SAPPORT, Fr Simon 

Cauchi Catechism Office Gozo, Mr 

Jonathan Camenzuli NSSS and Dr 

Denise Mifsud Gozo College Principal.  

Fr Simon explained the work done by 

the Catechism office throughout this 

year in favour of persons with Autism. 

He showed his gratitude to Sannat Unit 

staff for providing training and 

resources for persons who work in the 

religious education field. He said that this together with the sacrament kits, which were distributed to 

catechists and parents, left an impact on the teaching of catechism to ASD students. He concluded by 

expressing his concerns about some students who cannot attend lessons on a regular basis because 

of their challenging behaviour and the lack of human resources to deal with this type of behaviour 

during lessons. 

Ms May Agius and Ms Sharon Borg who represented the ACTU described the service provided by 

ACTU. They said that more ASD students from Gozo are being referred to ACTU. They praised the work 

done in Gozo by Sannat Unit staff which is facilitating the use of assistive technology by ASD students. 

When asked about the way forward they said that although parents are getting financial help to buy 

communication devices this process should be more efficient as it is taking too long. 

Ms Marlene Zahra from Agenzija SAPPORT gave an overview of services provided for Gozitan persons 

with ASD. She addressed the concerns of parents regarding their children’s participation in social 

events, dutrina etc. by referring to Community Service provided by Agenzija SAPPORT which aims at 

empowering persons with disability and their families through personal assistance, socialisation and 

intervention to improve their quality of life. She continued to explain that this service focuses on 

integrating persons with disability within the community and introduces them to everyday situations. 

 



There was time allocated for floor questions. During this time questions were raised about the 

transition for students with special needs at the end of the secondary school, the summer school and 

about the possibility of services and facilities at Sannat Special Unit to be offered after school hours. 

These questions were addressed by Mr Camenzuli and Dr Mifsud. Regarding the transition of special 

needs students after the age of 16, Mr Jonathan Camenzuli (Education Officer for Inclusion) said that 

at present there is no transition officer responsible for transition of special needs students and who 

helps in the decision of where they should go next. A call for application was issued but nobody 

applied. They are currently revising the terms and conditions to make another call. Both Dr Mifsud 

and Mr Camenzuli took note of problems regarding Summer school. Dr Mifsud said that Summer 

school is not in the remit of the Gozo College.  She promised, however, that she would pass on the 

suggestions to the Foundation for Educational Services so that they can take direct action. About the 

availability of facilities and services at Sannat school after school hours, Dr Mifsud said that it will be 

considered. 

The seminar came to an end with a closing speech delivered by Dr Denise Mifsud Gozo College 

Principal. 

 

 

 

 


