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NATIONAL
PM defends gas deal
Prime Minister Joseph Muscat
yesterday defended the
controversial gas hedging
agreement.

See Page 4

NATIONAL
ITS campus on the move
The ITS campus in St George’s
Bay will be vacated and moved
to the former Air Malta
headquarters in Luqa. 

See Page 6

WORLD
Paris attack
An attacker who stabbed and
killed a 29-year-old in central
Paris on Saturday night was a
naturalised Frenchman.

See Page 10

WORLD
US Embassy in Jerusalem
Israel is preparing a series of
festivities to celebrate the
opening of the new US Embassy
in Jerusalem.

See Page 11
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nicknamed “Jonathan”, who was
allegedly supported by the Par-
tinico and Resuttanta mafia fami-
lies, members of the Palermo-
based Cosa Nostra.

The court records further claim
that LB Group was managed by an
even more powerful Cosa Nostra

branch from Mazara del Vallo, a
city in the west coast of Sicily con-
trolled by Matteo Messina Denaro.

He has been on the run since
1993 and court records show that
the prosecutors believe online
gaming might have lately
financed his life in hiding.

The IRPI found that the com-
pany was still working out of its
Malta-based office through its
flagship brand, Leaderbet.

Following the MGA’s decision to
withdraw its Maltese licence,
Leaderbet indicated on its web-
site it was operating under a
licence granted by the Austrian
state of Carinthia to an Austrian
company called Tipexbet.

In a statement to the IRPI, Tipex-
bet denied having authorised
Leaderbet to use their licence and
said they discovered the “unautho-
rised” use of their licence after
being approached by the press. 

“They used our licence with no
authorisation for over a month.
We have now [May 10] managed

to remove our licences from their
website,” a spokesman was
quoted as telling the IRPI.

The LB Group told the IRPI that
the MGA decided to unilaterally
revoke a series of gaming
licences, including Leaderbet’s,
despite there being no involve-
ment of the company in the judi-
cial proceedings pending in Italy.

The MGA would not say whether
any alleged criminal links were
behind its decision to cancel LB
Group’s licence. The company
referred to “Jonathan” as an ordi-
nary client with normal contracts
who operated with LB Group “for
a very limited period of time.”

Who owns LB Group remains a
mystery as its shareholding is hid-
den behind fiduciaries acting on
behalf of the real owners. Until
2016, LB Group’s shares were held
by a Maltese trust company called
GVM Holdings, part owned by
David Gonzi, son of former prime
minister Lawrence Gonzi.

David Gonzi was investigated in
Italy over a similar trust arrange-
ment in 2015. Prosecutors looked
into his fiduciary role in companies
linked to Mario Gennaro, a book-
maker with alleged ties to Cal-
abrian Mafia families. However, no
evidence of wrongdoing was found
and Dr Gonzi Jnr was removed

from the list of suspects. He told
reporters he had “never met, spoke
to, or communicated with Mario
Gennaro” and that “as from Decem-
ber 2015, GVM has been winding
down its activities”.

In theory, the MGA’s due dili-
gence process is designed to
determine who the ultimate ben-
eficiaries of its licensees are. 

However, as its spokesman told
the IRPI, “there are structures
that make it harder for the MGA
to detect and identify the true
beneficial ownership, especially
when structures are offshore and
the applicants provide partial or
misleading information”.

consumers, both first and second-hand vehicle
owners, will benefit from a marked reduction
in the cost of car ownership as they will pay
much less for fuelling and maintaining their
vehicles,” Dr Dalli said in the report.

“This is expected to leave more money avail-
able to consumers that they can use for pur-
chasing other goods and services and, thus, giv-
ing a boost to real incomes, consumer
expenditure and further increase GDP.”

Malta’s carbon dioxide emissions rose by an
estimated 12.8 per cent in 2017 – the largest
increase across the EU – according to recent
Eurostat figures.

Traffic has long been the main driver of
Malta’s poor performance on emissions, with
a European Commission report last November
finding that increased road congestion would
likely cause the country to miss its binding
2020 greenhouse gas emissions targets.

Carbon emissions from road transport in
2015 were 95.7 per cent above 1990 levels,

according to the Commission. Brussels also
noted that, despite government incentives for
the use of electric cars, progress has so far
been negligible, with the market share for
alternative fuel cars peaking at just 0.33 per
cent – 21 cars – in 2014.

Prime Minister Joseph Muscat announced
last year he would be starting the process of
establishing a cut-off date for the sale of new
diesel and petrol cars, which some other EU
countries have already announced they will
ban past 2040 or 2050.

The Italian police made 26 arrests in an operation dubbed Game Over. PHOTO: POLIZIA DI STATO

A life skills room and a dedicated
Facebook page to share good
practices on autism are among
the initiatives taken by the Sannat
Primary School to raise awareness
in Gozo about the condition.
The programme of activities
forms part of an Erasmus+ project
that has included a training and
observation course at Westminster
Special Schools in London and
participation in a course by
renowned expert Emily Rubin.

Focus on
autism

‘Online gaming may have
financed life in hiding’
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‘Car owners will pay less for fuel, maintenance’


