
15th June 2017 

 

Evaluation Session 

Present for this meeting: 

Ms Pauline Grech (Head of School) 

Ms Victoria Cassar (Asst Head) 

Ms Joanne Sultana (Sp Unit Teacher) 

Ms Monica Barbara (Sp Unit Teacher) 

Ms Simone Mangion (Sp Unit Teacher) 

 

2nd Focus Group Meeting 

The outcome of the second Focus Group meeting was discussed. All agreed that the powerpoint presentation 
with photos of work done during this year was a good way of introducing the meeting. Members of the Focus 
Group were impressed about the services introduced this year.  This year there were new members Fr Simon 
Cachia and Fr Joseph Bajada, both representing the Church. Parents showed their concerns about the lack of 
support for their children during religion lessons (Dutrina). Fr Simon Cachia who is in charge of Gozo Catechtical 
Office reported the work that his office is undertaking to include children with ASD during religion lessons. He 
said that sacrament kits for ASD persons have been bought and are to be distributed to teachers and parents. A 
sacrament set was later donated to our school. 

 

Long term targets 

Dissemination- All agreed that dissemination was highly successful. This was not limited to two 

members of staff each but through participation in PD sessions more people were reached. In July we 

will be delivering a 3-day inservice course on Dealing with Autism in the Classroom. SMT, teachers and 

LSAs are being invited for this course. This will be the first time that our school will be delivering a 

course as part of the inservice training for educators. 

The services which were introduced this year including LEGO therapy, Talkabout sessions and lifeskills 

were successful. It was reported that there was an increase in demand for our services. 

 

Facebook page  

All agreed that the facebook page was successful. It is a great opportunity to increase awareness. It is 

important that we share the posts which are being uploaded on this page and that we invite our 

friends to like this page. 

 

Participants of next mobility (Sept 2017) 

The Head of School reported that she had asked for permission to participate once again in next year’s 

mobility. All agreed that the participation of the head of school is very important. From our experience 



of the first mobility, introducing new methods of teaching  sometimes requires changes in the 

environment which needs the go ahead by the head of school. Also it is very important that she 

maintains the good rapport that she has with the Head of Westminster Special Schools.  It was 

reported that for the second mobility we have been offered a course by Emily Rubin on the SCERTS 

model. Ms Pauline Grech (Head of School) gave us an outline of the course. It is going to focus on 

Social Communication, Emotional Regulation and Transactional Support and since we were aiming to 

get training on teaching social skills to students with ASD this course will help us reach our aims. The 

only problem is that it is more expensive than the first course. However, Ms Pauline said that this 

should not be a problem as there is enough funds to cover these extra costs. It was decided that since 

this model can be adopted in mainstream classes as well, two teachers from the mainstream section 

of the school will participate in this mobility. It was decided that Head of School will ask mainstream 

teachers to see who is interested to participate. 

A meeting is scheduled for the beginning of August during which reading material will be distributed 

to participants of the second intake.  Two members of the first mobility will be present to pass on 

information on logistics. 

 

eTwinning –  During the last term a Professional Development session was dedicated to eTwinning. 

All teachers created an account and learned how to make new contacts and to join new groups and 

events according to their interests and how to create a new project. Special Unit teachers discussed a 

theme for a new project related to ASD which will start next year in October. 


